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January 30, 2015
Dear Parent,

Your child has shown interest in joining the Bellmore-Merrick Middle School Robotics Club.   Robotics club involves engineering Lego Mindstorms NXT/EV3 robots to defeat obstacles.  This is a trial club meaning it is being introduced to check the level of interest in robotics the Bellmore-Merrick School District, and to prepare to build a competitive team for the 2015-16 robotics competitions. For the next 8 weeks, students will commit time to research a topic, work in a cooperative team, and learn about the First Lego League (FLL) Tournament.  Students who cannot commit to eighty percent of the meetings or are misbehaved may not be on the 20 person team next year. Students may be asked to attend field trips after school to other districts to see their robotics team or go to competitions to observe.  
As a part of the robotics club, students will have the opportunity to hone their skills in designing, programming, and testing a fully functioning robot.  Students in this program gain skills in engineering, logical reasoning, and most importantly teaming up with classmates to solve problems.  This meaningful activity does require a commitment of time and consistent effort. 

Active participants in the 2014 trial robotics club will have a better the opportunity to be on the 2014-15 FLL competition team. Students will be asked to complete a survey on January 31st. The trial club is capped at 20 so completing the survey will help the student better their chances of being in the club if enrollment swells.
Students must also sign a contract and have a parent/guardian to sign the contract by the third meeting.  Students with the desire to try out for the team will need to fill out an application along with completing various short assignments of homework. 
WINTER SCHEDULE:  

Meetings will take place in room 165: 

· February 2  Monday 3:15-4:15
· February 9 Monday  3:15-4:15
· February 13 Friday  3:15-5:00
· February 27 Friday  3:15-5:00
· March  6
 Friday  3:15-5:00
· March  9  Monday 3:30-5:00
· March  16  Monday 3:15-4:15
· March  20  Friday 3:15-5:00
· March  23  Monday 3:15-4:15
· March  27  Friday 3:15-5:00
Subject to changes please check website
PolleyTechBMCHSD.org
Mr. Polley

Technology Teacher 

Grand Ave. Middle School
Bellmore-Merrick Central High School District

Robotics Club Contract

Please return the completed paper to Mr. Polley’s mailbox, in the front Office, or to Mr. Polley in Room 165
Student Name:  ____________________________

Address:  _______________________________________ City ___________________ Zip ______________
Parent/Guardian Name: ____________________________ Phone # __________________________________

Parent/Guardian E-mail (please print clearly): ___________________________________________________
STUDENT CONTRACT

Please check each item below that you can honestly agree to
· I realize that no engineering problem has only one solution, and that a successful team is one which cooperates by considering EVERYONE’s solution and ideas.  I will not criticize anyone’s ideas.  

· I agree that my behavior at meetings and tournaments will be constructive. 

· I agree that each robotics club meeting is a valuable and will attend each meeting as best as I can.  If a conflict arises, I will notify Mr. Polley in advance.  

· I agree to cooperate on whatever solution the group chooses, even if it is not my first choice. 

· I understand that if I go to a competition or other school to learn about the First Lego League program I agree to show other teams/club members the utmost respect. 

· I agree that the goal of being in this club should be to do our best to solve a challenge problem, to have fun, and to learn.

Signature of team member ____________________________________________ Date: _________________

PARENT CONTRCT

· I agree, in the proper spirit of robotics club and First Lego League, not to interfere with the team’s solutions.  All creations, inventions, ideas, must come from the team members.  
· I agree to make every effort to have my child attend team meetings.  If there is a conflict, either my child or I will notify Mr. Polley as soon as possible.  I understand that my child has a commitment to his/her team.  

· I agree to discuss all items listed above with my child.  
I give permission for my child to become involved in the Bellmore Merrick Middle School Robotics Club.  I understand that being a part of the Robotics Club involves a commitment of time, and that my child will need to follow the guidelines of the club to be eligible to participate.  I understand that in the event that we have more than 24 students participants will be selected based on teacher recommendations, scholastic acheivement, and basic knowledge of programming.  
_______________________________________            _______________________________________

Parent Printed Name




      Parent Signature

